
Maternal, Newborn and Child 
Health in Africa

‘The test of a civilization is in the way it cares for 
its helpless members’ Pearl S Buck 



Aine s/o Mbabazi

• 3 years old (Year 2000)

• Mbarara District, South Western Uganda

• Rushere District hospital
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Halima

• 15 year old-PG (2017)

• North Eastern Kenya (Kenyan Somali)
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Spider Man

With great privilege comes great 
responsibility…?

With great power comes 
great responsibility
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Outline

 We will give a global and then Africa 
perspective

 Major focus on maternal and newborn



GLOBALLY in the Sustainable 
Development Goal era



Africa is 13% of the global population 
but carries the greatest burden



Countries with highest neonatal mortality rates & those with biggest numbers

Where? 
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Countries with biggest numbers
of neonatal deaths

1.  India (779,000)

2.  Nigeria (267,000)

3.  Pakistan (202,400)

4.  China (157,400)

5.  DR Congo (118,100)

6.  Ethiopia (87,800)

7.  Bangladesh (75,900)

8.  Indonesia (72,400)

9.  Angola (41,200)

10. Kenya (40,000)

Source: Lancet Every Newborn series, paper 2













Causes of death







5 things to do differently

Investment for 
impact

Governance, community 
participation, partner 

alignment 

Integrated Plans

Integrated service 
delivery,  continuum of 

care, coordination 

Implementation with 
Innovation

Address health system 
bottlenecks, especially 

healthworkers

Indicators & metrics
Targets in post 2015

Measurement of progress 
and impact

Intentional 
leadership 

development

Especially in countries 
with highest burden
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David Packard

With great privilege comes great responsibility 
#FAMSA@50+

Take risks. Ask big questions. Don't be afraid to 
make mistakes; if you don't make mistakes, 

you're not reaching far enough. 




